We appreciate the interest of Drs. Meh and Deni gli'C' in our study. There are two points in their letter which we would like to address.
. Log i c, sensory threshold as a function of age, sex, body height, and skin temperature among healthy subjects aged years (n = 216): intercept; regression coefficients (95% confidence intervals); and proportion of variance explained by regression (R2).
VPT (log 10, iLm)
TDT (log 10 , °C) skin temperature at their feet. By means of regression analysis, we studied the relations between the (logarithmically transformed) sensory thresholds as the dependent variables, and age, sex, height, and skin temperature as the independent variables (Table 1) . When height was not included in the model, skin temperature was inversely associated with vibratory perception threshold (P = 0.02). However, the proportion of variance explained by this model was small compared to that explained by the model including age, sex, and body height. When both height and skin temperature were included in the model, the relation between skin temperature and vibratory threshold was not statistically significant anymore. The latter model yielded only a minimal increase in the proportion of variance explained by regression, compared to the model with age, sex, and height alone, whereas the regression coefficients for height showed a marginal difference, which can be explained by the negative correlation between height and skin temperature. The temperature discrimination threshold did not show any relation with the skin temperature, which might be explained by the reproducibility of the thermal threshold, which was rather poor in our study, in comparison with that of the vibratory threshold. 2 We conclude that, in our study, confounding by skin temperature cannot explain the association between body height and sensory threshold levels at the foot. Specification of the sensory reference values for height greatly enhances their informational value. Specification for skin temperature has little or nothing to add to that.
